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University status celebrated at Lingnan
MICHAEL TAYLOR
Students and staff have wel­
com ed L ingnan C ollege^ 
impending change in status.
A bill that will confer uni­
versity status on the college 
was gazetted last week and in­
troduced into the Legislative 
Council yesterday.
“Everyone is elated that, 
after so many years of work, 
we are finally being awarded 
university  sta tus,^  Kenny 
Chan K it-kung, associate 
pro fessor, dep artm en t of 
marketing and international 
business, said.
There is a long tradition of 
small liberal arts colleges in 
such countries as the United 
States and Canada, and many 
of these institutions are held 
in high regard.
In Hong Kong, however, 
the term has caused consider­
able confusion because many 
local secondary schools are 
known as colleges. As a result,
L ingnan  o ften  rece iv es  
notices targeted at middle 
schools.
“It is extremely important 
that our students are recog­
nised as being university- 
e d u c a te d ,D r Chan said.
Lingnan is the fourth ter­
tia ry  in s titu tio n  in Hong 
Kong to be upgraded to uni­
versity status in recent years.
Hong Kong Baptist Col­
lege, the Hong Kong Poly­
technic and the City Poly- 
technic of Hong Kong were 
all designated universities in 
1994.
The Open Learning Insti­
tute of Hong Kong was re­
named the Open University 
of Hong Kong in 1997.
"The awarding of univer­
sity title and status to Ling­
nan College is a logical step 
following the college^ attain­
m en t o f se lf-a c c re d itin g  
status in September 1998 and 
a formal recognition of the 
college’s tremendous effort in
upgrading its academic stan­
dards over the past y e a r s ,a  
government spokesman said 
last week.
C itin g  th e  sc h o o l’s 
strengths in literature, trans­
lation, economics and public 
policy, Professor Nyaw Mee- 
kau, vice-president of Ling­
nan College, said the number 
of PhDs on its roster already 
com pared favourably with 
that of other tertiary institu­
tions in the SAR.
t4The PhD ratio is current­
ly 60 per cent. That will in­
crease to between 70 and 
75 per cent in September，” 
Professor Nyaw said. “ We 
have been recruiting very 
prom inent faculty from all 
over the world as well as from 
local institutions.”
P rofessor Lu M ing-te, 
chair professor, department 
o f in fo rm a tio n  system s, 
agreed that the move was a 
positive step in the institu­
tion's development.
“From what students are 
saying, they seem to be quite 
excited about the change in 
nam e. We have been the 
same as a university for a 
number of years,” he said.
In addition to having a 
psychological effect, Profes­
sor Lu expected a tangible 
impact.
“I think we will be able to 
attract better quality students 
and have a better image，’’ he 
said, adding that it would also 
be easier to attract higher 
calibre staff.
But some have questioned 
the practical impact^of chang­
ing the institution^ name.
“ I d o n ’t like the word 
‘upgrading’，’’ Geese Chan, 
p residen t o f the college’s 
students’ union, said.
“ It’s just a name change 
from college to university be­
cause we were already a uni­
versity before. We have al- 
ready been providing degree 
programmes.”
Asked if  he thought it 
would enhance the employ­
ment prospects of graduates, 
Mr Chan was sceptical.
<4I don't think the name 
change will help us find jobs. 
Your ability is more impor­
tant. If you are not qualified, 
no one will hire you，” he said.
In line with the practice of 
other tertiary institu tions, 
th e  in te rn a l g o v ern an ce  
structure of Lingnan Univer­
sity will consist of a council, 
which will be the executive 
body of the un iversity , a 
court, which will mainly per­
form an advisory role, and a 
senate, which will be the 
supreme academic body of 
the university.
“As Lingnan College has 
been.funded fully on par with 
other UGC-funded institu­
tions, the awarding of [the] 
university title . . .  will nei­
ther incur additional govern­
ment resources nor affect the 
existing basis for funding al­
lo c a tio n  am ong te r t ia ry  
in s t i t u t i o n s , t h e  govern­
ment spokesman said.
After becoming a univer­
sity, the institution will con­
tinue its mission to be recog- 
nised in ternationally  as a 
liberal arts university with 
‘‘H o n g K o n g c h a ra c te r is -  
tics” .
Lingnan has a long histo­
ry. It was founded in 1888 as 
the  C h ris tia n  C ollege in 
Guangzhou. It became Ling­
nan College in 1912 and was 
renamed Lingnan University 
in 1927.
Having been closed after 
the liberation of China, Ling­
nan was reborn as Lingnan 
College in Hong Kong in 
1967. It was registered as a 
post-secondary  college in 
1978 and started to offer de­
gree programmes in 1991.
^H isto rica lly , Lingnan 
was a university，” Professor 
Nyaw said. 4tIn a sense, we are 
getting our title back.”
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Lingnan College campus at Tuen Mun. The college, which was 
founded in 1888 in Guangzhou, came to Hong Kong in 1967.
